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Why should we vote for you? Give us your 2 minute “elevator speech” – about 250 to 300 words.
My family has been part of the community in Tillamook County for generations.  I am tired of seeing my community’s way of life, its culture, its businesses, and its very future attacked by policies and legislation from people who have no respect for our rural community.   From farms to restaurants, the major stakeholders in the community and the small businesses owners all tell me the same thing; THEY are tired of the same ineffective representation they have had in Salem.   I AM NOT A POLITICIAN. I’m a successful entrepreneur, developer, and I employ hundreds of Oregonians.  I am compelled to give back to my community and use my specific set of skills to protect our rural communities.  Most importantly, my family’s good standing in this state for eight generations is something I will not tarnish, so when I say that I will fight for my community’s interests and not waiver, that is a guarantee.

What are the top 5 most important issues facing Tillamook County?
Government Overreach – State and federal regulations are increasingly burdening our farms, small businesses, and families with mandates that ignore the realities of rural life.
FEMA & Disaster Preparedness – Tillamook County faces real flood and disaster risks, yet FEMA's bureaucratic processes leave residents and property owners frustrated, underserved, and financially exposed.
Public Works & Infrastructure – Our roads, bridges, water systems, and coastal infrastructure are aging and underfunded, threatening both daily life and economic opportunity.
Division in the Community – Outside political forces are driving wedges between neighbors who have far more in common than they realize, weakening the unity that has always been Tillamook County's greatest strength.
Housing – A lack of affordable housing is pushing out working families, making it harder to attract and retain the workforce our businesses and community depend on.


3.       How would you solve these issues?
Government Overreach: I will work in Salem to audit and roll back regulations that disproportionately impact rural communities. I'll push for rural impact assessments on any new legislation so that lawmakers understand the real-world consequences of their decisions before they vote.
FEMA: I will leverage my connections and negotiating experience to advocate for streamlined FEMA processes that actually work for rural counties. I'll push for dedicated state-level support to help residents navigate claims and cut through the bureaucracy that has left too many people without the help they were promised.
Public Works & Infrastructure: I will fight for our fair share of state and federal infrastructure funding. Tillamook County pays into the system — it's time we get a return on that investment. I'll prioritize shovel-ready projects that protect property, improve safety, and support commerce.
Division in the Community: Leadership starts at home. I'll hold town halls, listen sessions, and community events that bring people together around shared values rather than manufactured conflict. I'll call out divisive outside influences for what they are and consistently model the kind of respectful, solutions-focused dialogue our community deserves.
Housing: I'll work to reduce the regulatory barriers and permitting delays that make building in Oregon unnecessarily expensive. I'll also explore public-private partnerships and incentives for workforce housing development, drawing on my background as a developer to find practical, community-appropriate solutions.

4.       Tell us what the best things are about Tillamook County.
The community.  From the multi-generational family farms and businesses to the new generations in school.  When people are going through tough times, the community comes together to help.  We are a tough people that don’t complain, we get to work, because hard work is part of our culture. 
5.       We are experiencing the erosion of morals and trust in our society. What are your guiding morals?
Outside influences have made it so many in the community have lost their way from the core values people of my generation were raised on.  Respect for your neighbors and law enforcement, love of god and country, and an aspiration for a good family life.  Outside influences are benefiting from driving a division in our community.  But I have faith in our young generations that they recognize the manipulative forces and are not swayed by them.
6.       Why should citizens trust you, and how would you rebuild trust in government?
My word has eight generations in Oregon of good standing, and I will not be the one to tarnish it for my future generations. One thing I hear over and over again from our community is that the only time they hear from their elected officials is around election time. I’m accessible and present in the community and will continue to be after being elected.
7.       How do you think you can make a difference?
I understand the problems affecting our community, and I see the ones on the horizon. I have proven my skills in the private sector and believe that a change in leadership with skills that I have gained over years of hard work will make the difference the voters have been looking for. I will fight for my neighbors by calling on all my skills and connections to bring new and innovative approaches that defend and reduce regulations on our community and its businesses. 
8.       Speaking of differences, government and politics are more divided than ever, how will you work across the aisle, with others that have differing views?
Let me be clear — I'm going to Salem to fight for Tillamook County, not to make friends with the majority party that has run this state into the ground. That said, effective representation isn't about grandstanding, it's about winning. I've sat across the table from tough negotiators in high-stakes deals and I know that you don't get results by refusing to engage. I'll work with anyone, Democrat or Republican, who is willing to do right by rural Oregon. But I won't compromise on the core issues that sent me there — protecting our farms, our businesses, our families, and our way of life from a Portland-driven agenda that has never given a second thought to communities like ours. The difference between me and the politicians who came before me is that I actually know how to negotiate from a position of strength. I understand what the other side wants, I know where they're vulnerable, and I'll use every tool available to deliver real wins for the people of Tillamook County. Compromise is possible — but not at the expense of the community I was sent to represent.
9.       What are your three favorite books?
Kitchen Confidential
Freakonomics
The Old Man and the Sea

10.   What are your hobbies and interests?
I love to cook.  I went through the Le Cordon Bleu program when I wasn’t working during my summers in high school.  Later, I cooked as a profession while attending college.  I’ve seen the world and there is no better place for produce than the area we live in.  As a chef, I feel blessed to be able to get everything I cook from the source. 
I also love to fish.  I started up the Rockaway Beach Fishing Club that has two boats on charter row in Garibaldi.  My very first fishing trips were out of Garibaldi, and I look forward to bringing my children out of there in the future.


11.   Tell us about a significant time in your life and how it impacted your life.
A long time ago I went to midnight mass on Christmas eve as I usually do.  On the way home the roads were icy, I lost control of my car and it wrapped around a tree on the driver side door.  It all happened so quick, but I lost conscious briefly and came to outside the car. It is hard to understand how I survived with minimal injuries, or even how I could have got out of the car.  One thing is for sure, God was with me and I realize he has a greater plan for me. I carry the scars from that incident on my left forehead and am reminded every time I look in the mirror that I’m beholden to make this world a better place.

12.   Please write a haiku about Spring. (Haiku originated in Japan in the sixteenth century, but now is popular all over the world. Haiku poems are short, and traditionally total 17 syllables in length. They are written in three lines with a “five syllable, seven syllable, five syllable” form.)
 

